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Dear Salma,


Asalamu Alaikum,
I have great pleasure in sending you a complimentary copy of my booklet, “PRACTICAL ISLAMIC ADVICE”. I got the idea to send you a copy last night while I was reading the “DEAR SALMA” page in Eastern EYE” newspaper. At the back of my mind I am wondering whether I did send you a copy of this booklet previously, but I cannot recall for sure this is so. 

Although most of the advice that you give to your correspondents is solid, one thing often makes me unhappy, when the younger generation (including Muslims girls and young en) write to you about “boyfriends” or “girlfriends2, you never correct them. You don’t point out that, in any religion (but especially so in Islam) it is not correct to engage in fornication (i.e. sex before marriage). In fact, you encourage the idea! For example, in the current issue (Friday 28th may 1999), a male wrote to you that he is in competition, to win over a girl, with another male: “the problem is that me and this girl hang around with another guy and I think he likes her too.. we have both found ourselves fighting for her attention…” your advice is, “if you really like this girl, then you should ask her out. If she says ‘yes’, then you can go for it…”

I was flabbergasted to read this advice! You are probably causing trouble if this girl has strict parents; her father may attack her violently if he finds out that she has been sleeping with someone! Probably the girl is seeing these two males as just friends, and with out her parents knowing.

You must make it clear that people have to remain chaste until marriage and then have a relationship with their husbands or wives. These relationships would be lawful. 

But you often use the word “relationship” when giving advice about ‘boyfriend, girlfriend’ problems. Such “relationships” are illegitimate! You must not speak of them as being normal or desirable. They are SIN.

I trust that my booklet will help you to give correct advice, regarding the advice mentioned matters to your correspondents in the future! 

W.salaam
Yours sincerely, 
Dr Umar Azam     
