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To: Rizwan Mohammed           

Dated: 13th May 1991
Dear Rizwan Mohammed,
I would like to thank you for taking the time and effort to write to me. Before I say anything else, I need to reassure you that I am available any time to answer any question you may have about our religion and about life in general. I hope I have made this very clear!

Now, let us move on to the issues you raise in your letter. Firstly, I agree with you that is so many mosques, the religious speeches are in Urdu, Arabic or other community languages. This is why I have been trying to arrange talks and lectures on Islamic topics in colleges and universities in english, it is hard to believe, but I have never been invited to give a speech in any academic institutions Muslim Society’. In fact, a couple of years ago, I myself tried to give a speech on the Philosophy of Islam” at Manchester Metropolitan University. At first the students tried to stop me giving the talk, but when the talk finally went ahead, no-one turned up! If you are a student, maybe you can arrange to invite me to give a talk on the subject of “Dreams” in Islam, will you please tell me the day, date and time to arrange, if you can mange to organise it! 

In Islam, it is permissible for young men to talk to ladies at college, university etc. provided that they are not alone and do not touch one another intimately. If you feel desperate and feel that you may go too far in flirting with a girl, you should get married. If you choose someone yourself, make sure your parents agree & give you their blessing. If your parents choose for you, you should have the options of telling them if you don’t like the girl, and then they should choose another girl for you. 

The best advice I can give you is remember death – remember, you have to do one day and answer to Allah most High for your actions. Then you will do the right things. I enclose my booklet PRACTICAL ISLAMIC ADVICE for you to look at. It has proven to be educational for so many young people. Hopefully, it will provide you along the right path too – and also give you the knowledge necessary to be able to explain the principals of Islam to non-Muslims ,such as Jews and Christians, if they happen to ask you (as you state in your letter). Will you please me your comments about the booklet in you next letter. May Allah bless you.  

W.salaam
Yours sincerely, 
Dr Umar Azam     
